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ASTROTURF AND SPORTS CONSTRUCTION GROUP CO-SPONSOR 
NATIONAL FIELD HOCKEY COACHES ASSOCIATION 

 
Shared Sponsorship Strengthens Alliance of Preferred Turf Brand 

With Field Hockey’s Leading Designer-Builder  
 

RALEIGH, N.C. (March 11, 2008) – AstroTurf and GeneralSports Venue (GSV), the brand’s exclusive 
U.S. licensee, together with Sports Construction Group (SCG), the nation’s top designer-builder of field 
hockey pitches, recently announced their joint sponsorship of the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association (NFHCA).  The partnership with the NFHCA included sponsorship of the 2008 NFHCA 
Convention, held in January in Hartford, Conn. 
 
In December 2006, GSV reintroduced the iconic AstroTurf brand, offering advanced, state-of-the-art, multi-
sport and specialized synthetic turf systems with proprietary engineered technologies, reestablishing the 
brand as the synthetic turf industry’s leading innovator.  In January 2007, GSV aligned with SCG to provide 
AstroTurf 12 synthetic turf for specialized field hockey installations.  AstroTurf 12 is a short-pile, knitted 
nylon product recognized worldwide as the preferred surface for field hockey. 
 
“The joint sponsorship of GSV/AstroTurf and SCG gives us the support of two of the leading names in field 
hockey,” said Jenn Goodrich, executive director of the NFHCA representing nearly 700 members 
nationwide.  “We’re grateful for their continued involvement and their important contributions to our sport.”  
 
SCG VP Jim Savoca and VP Sports Marketing Lee Defreitas have consulted within the sport of field hockey 
for more than 50 years and have long-standing affiliations with the AstroTurf brand.  Cleveland-based SCG 
is nationally recognized for its specialty in the construction of field hockey pitches requiring high degrees of 
planarity, extremely tight tolerances and sophisticated drainage systems.   
 
“The alliance between SCG, GSV/AstroTurf and the NFHCA enables us to provide category leadership in 
the sport of field hockey that no one else can approach,” Savoca said.   
 
In addition to the state-of-the-art turf products under the AstroTurf brand, recent innovation from GSV 
includes an exclusive, first-to-market agreement with the developers of a Sports Antimicrobial System (SAS) 
that includes SportsAide and TurfAide™, designed to help safeguard the health of athletes by protecting 
facilities against bacteria that can cause dangerous infections such as staph.  Powered by the proven AEGIS 
Microbe Shield®, TurfAide is offered in all AstroTurf branded systems, including AstroTurf 12. 
 
“AstroTurf is proud to provide the level of innovation and quality that field hockey coaches and players 
demand,” said Doug Whitmer, GSV senior vice president, sales and marketing.  “As co-sponsors of the 
NFHCA along with SCG, we look forward to strengthening our relationships within the sport and to making 
the game safe, competitive and exciting.” 
 
 



 
About AstroTurf 
The iconic AstroTurf brand offers advanced, state-of-the-art, multi-sport and specialized synthetic turf 
systems with proprietary engineered technologies, leveraging the industry’s only vertically integrated 
manufacturing system.  The relaunch of AstroTurf, including the enlistment of football legend Archie 
Manning as ambassador for the brand, has positioned it as the leading innovator in the synthetic turf industry, 
with a growing number of high schools, colleges, professional sports teams and municipalities selecting 
AstroTurf-branded products for their premium quality, technical superiority and safety.  AstroTurf® is a 
registered trademark of Textile Management Associates, Inc.  To learn more, visit www.astroturfusa.com. 
 
About GeneralSports Venue 
Based in Michigan and with executive headquarters in Raleigh, N.C., and regional offices in Richmond, Va., 
San Diego, Boston and New Jersey, GSV (www.generalsportsvenue.com) is a certified minority business 
enterprise that offers a range of integrated services for sports venue owners, operators and developers. GSV’s 
professional services include project development, design, estimating, finance, revenue generation, program 
management and construction for sports venues.  Aided by its sports turf division, GSV has been among the 
fastest-growing companies in the sports construction industry. 
 
About Sports Construction Group, L.L.C. 
Sports Construction Group, L.L.C., is headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, with offices near Austin, Texas. 
The company, a family- and employee-owned sport field specialty contractor, has construction roots that 
began nearly 50 years ago. Today SCG handles all phases of natural and synthetic turf jobs, from excavation 
and sub base through installation and maintenance.  SCG’s client roster includes some of the most 
recognizable sport facilities in the nation: Soldier Field, Jacobs Field, Yankee Stadium, Shea Stadium, 
Citizens Bank Park, Notre Dame Stadium and Johns Hopkins University, to name a few -- along with dozens 
of Minor League, collegiate, high school and community systems. 
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